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When 1 finished high school, I wanted a vacation from forced study. I knew I wanted to go
to university sometime, but not just then. So, I joined the navy.

I was in the U. S. Navy for three years. [ could have been in danger because the war in
Vietnam heated up just after I joined. However, the navy did not send me to Asia — it sent me
instead to Europe. Only later did [ realize that I did not have to kill anybody ; I still thank heaven
for that.

But then, [ was happy to be a tourist. [ wanted to see everything I could. My ship went all
around the Mediterranean Sea. When it landed in Valencia, Spain, I took a ship’s tour to Madrid.
From the Riviera, [ went to Paris ; from Naples, Italy to Rome. In those days, Beirut, Lebanon was
“the Paris of the Middle East” with fancy hotels and clean beaches. From there, I flew to
Jerusalem. Before the 1967 war, Jerusalem was in Jordan.

I remember these places very well, but the most romantic spot I visited was the island of
‘Capri, less than an hour across the bay from Naples. Somerset MAUGHAM calls it “the most
beautiful island in the Mediterranean” ; for me, that is true. The island is small. You can walk
around it in an hour or so. Consequently, no cars are permitted, but none are needed. I found
foot-paths paved with stone going everywhere. I remember the tall, dry grass, the umbrella pines
and the sea on every side. It was truly a beautiful place.

For me, joining the navy was a good decision. I travelled to places that I will never be able
to go back to, and it kept me busy for three years while I grew up. But at that time, I could have
very easily been killed ; I was very lucky. (R. D. ¥W¥— FFEIHGEAT)
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