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After graduating from high school, I needed a break from studies. I could not go on
vacation ; I had no money. Since I wanted something that would look good on my resume, I joined
the navy. I was thereby hitting several birds with one stone.

First, I wanted to grow-up, quickly. I was seventeen years old and very naive. However,
I wanted to grow-up safely. I wanted to have adventure, but I also wanted refuge from adventure.
Plus, I wanted to travel. In recruit training, the petty officer in charge of our group asked us all
why we had joined the navy. I wrote, to experience life and see the world. Both true. But this
man asked what my ‘real’ reasons were. I did not protest ; I knew then he was without imagina-
tion. I replied that I sought to learn a trade. This was of course smoke-substantial in appearance,
but not in reality.

There was nevertheless another reason. I had no intention of staying in the military forever.
After getting out, I wanted to go to university and thus take advantage of the G. I. Bill. IHere ‘G.
I’ refers to soldiers, and ‘bill’ refers to the law, the enabling legislation. The G. I. Bill paid
ex-service people to go to school. Therefore, those without much money could receive help to
continue their education. This meant that military service really was a way to improve yourself.
They began to get more ambitious recruits.

After having served in the navy for 40 months, I was eligible to receive government assistance
for that same length of time. I got this help for more than four years of education. It finally ran
out during my first year of graduate school. It was not a great deal of money, but added to my part-
time jobs (in the library), it proved enough to keep me in school. (R. D. F#— LT
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