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Since this is my last time to write for the libray journal, I want to speak now about the value
of education. There is a little truth in what the Beatles said, “You are what you eat”. However,
I think there is more truth in what George WILL, an American political commentator, said, “You
are what you read”.

This is Hokkai Gakuen University, so here teachers ought to show their students as large a
universe of knowledge as possible. However, teachers cannot do everything ; the student must take
charge of completing his or her own education.

Therefore, my advice to students is to read as widely as you can. You can always start with
the newspaper. But this is not easy ; the newspaper has so much news from all over, and it is news,
new things, just happened, so you can only see a small part of the picture. The way to overcome
this is to choose a topic or two, and read about those topics everyday. Soon, you will learn the
names of the people involved and where they stand around the question : for example, ‘A’ is for a
change, but ‘B’ is against it.

Next, try to understand an international problem. Read the points of view of both sides.
For example, on the qustion of rice imports, both the Japanese and the American sides have points
of view worth considering. The U.S. news magazines, 7ime and Newsweek, are good at presenting
the U.S. point of view.

However, it is even more important to see how the question fits into a world context. How
does the question of rice imports to Japan fit into G. A. T. T. (General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade) ? Or, how does this one small dispute between two countries fit into the overall pattern of
world trade ?

After that, try to make some higher principles, for yourself to keep in mind. These
principles should be fair to evervbody, for example, “Free trade is good” , or “Japan should never
use military force abroad”. Plus, try to keep these principles close to your consciousness.

An example in which this did not happen is as follows. The U. S. president, Mr BUSH,
telephoned the Japanese prime minister, Mr KAIFU, a month or so ago. He asked whether Japan
would send soldiers to faraway places. To outsiders, it seemed like Mr KAIFU said OK only
because he did not know how to refuse. Yet, the Diet refused to concur, so the prime minister
looked bad. Consequently, American newspapers are now saying that Mr KAIFU got into trouble
because he did not have any solid principles close to his heart. If he had answered that there was
‘something’ even in his stomach that refused, and meant it, but proposed other ways to help, the
American people would have doubtless accepted that and respected him for it.

Finally, you are a well —rounded person who enjoys reading and studying for its own sake.
Plus, you will have standards within yourself by which to judge what you read. As for my self, I
really enjoyed my two years in graduate school because for two years all [ did was to read and
write. I wish students here would say the same thing and mean it.

(R. D. F¥— ZFEEHET)
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